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Abstract
Non-governmentalorganizations or NGOs generally refertothosevoluntaryornon-
profitorganizationswhichworkinthefieldofdevelopmentco-operationorineducation
andpolicyadvocacyactivities(Brodhead,1987).They mainlyprovideservicestothe
vulnerablepeopleofthesociety inorder to stimulate them for income generating
activities.AsidethehumancostintheBokoHaram insurgency,theatrocitiesofthesect
havesocioeconomicimplications,especiallyinthenortheastwhereBokoHaram has
dominance.Theeconomic,socialandpsychologicalcostsoftheinsurgencycannotbe
quantified.Commercialactivitiesinthenortheasthavebeenreducedbecauseofthe
unprecedentedattacksbythesect.Banks,marketsandshopsdonotopenregularlydueto
thefearofthecoordinatedattacksfrom BokoHaram.Thequestionis,towhatextend
doesbokoharam insurgencyaffecteconomicactivityinmubinorthandhow doesit
contributetocreatingpovertyinthearea? andalso,whatrolesdoestheNGOsplayedin
alleviatingpovertyasaresultoftheinsurgency?Thisstudyaimsatfindingouttheanswer
totheabovequestion.Theresultsrevealsthatthereisanincreaseinthepercentageof
thoselivingbelow thepovertylevelasaresultoftheattackonmubi,also,Theresults
revealsthat,Humancapacitytraininganddevelopmentwasthaimpactfulmeasuretaking
bytheNGOsinalleviatingpoverty,followedbyFoodandreliefmaterials,educational
assistanceandprovisionoffarmingtools,equipment,andmaterials.Assistanceofferdin
theareaofFishfarmingandalsogivingcashtotheaffectedpeoplewascategorisedas
lessimpactfulwhilethegoatandsheepfarmingprogram offeredbysomeNGOswas
classifiedasnotimpactful.
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Introduction

Non-governmentalorganizations or NGOs generally refertothosevoluntaryornon-

profitorganizationswhichworkinthefieldofdevelopmentco-operationorineducation

andpolicyadvocacyactivities(Brodhead,1987).They mainlyprovideservicestothe

vulnerablepeopleofthesociety inorder to stimulate them for income generating

activities.Their services include welfare works such as communitydevelopment,

assistance in national disasters, sustainable system development,and popular

movements(Roy,RaquibandSarker,2017). So theycontribute significantly in the

developmentofacountrythroughtheengagementofgrassrootpeople inthenational

economy.However,NGOsarealso workinginthebroadareaofemergencyresponse,

democracy building, conflict resolution, human rightswork,culturalprotection,

environmentalactivism,policysuggestion,research,informationsharing(Lewis,2010;

LewisandKanji,2009).

AsidethehumancostintheBokoHaram insurgency,theatrocitiesofthesecthave

socioeconomic implications,especially in the northeast where Boko Haram has

dominance.Theeconomic,socialandpsychologicalcostsoftheinsurgencycannotbe

quantified.Commercialactivitiesinthenortheasthavebeenreducedbecauseofthe

unprecedentedattacksbythesect.Banks,marketsandshopsdonotopenregularlydueto

thefearofthecoordinatedattacksfrom BokoHaram.AccordingtoOkereocha(2012)

humancapitalandinvestorsdrainishamperingeconomicdevelopmentinthenortheast

thisisduetotheattacksonbanks,markets,parksandgovernmentdepartments.The

attacksonthesecommercialareashaveledtothemigrationofpeopletootherpartsof

thecountry.Shiklam (2012)positsthat:

“TheMaiduguriMondayMarketsaidtobethebiggestmarketinthecityisreported

to have been seriously affected as hundreds of shop owners,especially

Southernersaresaidtohaveclosedtheirbusinessesandleftthetroubledcity.

Abouthalfofthe10,000shopsandstallsinthemarketweresaidtohavebeen

abandonedbytraderswhohavefledthecity.”

AsidethemigrationofpeoplewhohavebusinessinthenortheasttootherpartsofNigeria,

foreign nationalsofChad,Cameroun and Nigerarebeing repatriated to theirhome

countriesforwhatthegovernmentofNigeriasaidtheyconstitutethemembersofBoko
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Haram.Evidencehasshownthatnotalltherepatriatednationalsoftheabovecountries

aremembersofBokoHaram.Definitely,thosewhohavebusinessincitieslikeMaiduguri,

DamaturuandYolawillform partofthosethat

aresenthomeswhichwillactuallyaffecttheeconomicactivitiesinthesecities.Ovaga

(n.d)assertsthatunderthissituation,theeconomyofthenortheastwillseriouslybe

affectedifforeigncitizenswhocontributelargequotatothedevelopmentofthenortheast

visavistheireconomicactivitiesaresentbacktotheircountriesoforigin.Thenever-

endingattacksbyBokoHaram inBorno,YobeandAdamawastateshaveasevereimpact

ontheeconomiclivesofpeoplelivingintheseareas.Acaseinpointisthattheworking

durationofmostcommercialbanksintheaffectedareashitbyBokoHaram bombings

hasbeenreducedfrom eighthourstothreehours(Mohammed,2012).“InMaiduguri,

Bornostate,wherethesectoriginated,thefrequentbombingsandclashesbetweenBoko

Haram andthesecurityagentshaveweigheddownseriouslyonthecommercialand

businessesactivitiesinthecityasmanybusinesshavereportedlycrumbledwhilemany

peoplehavefledthestate”(Shiklam,2012).Thereisalreadyadichotomyinthenorthand

southdevelopmentinNigeria.ThepovertyprofilereleasedbytheNationalBureauof

Statisticsillustratesthatthereistheprevalenceofpovertyinthenorthascomparedtothe

south.ItisinthisdatathattheBusinessdaynewspaperpredictediftheinsecuritysituation

continuesdevelopmentinthenorthernpartwillremainstaticandthegapbetweenthe

northandsouthwillbroadenfurther(BDN,2012).“Theregionneedspeaceandstability

morethananyregioninthecountry,particularlybecausetheregionclearlylaggingbehind

in term of infrastructure,education and other development indices” (Minster of

Information,LabaraMakucitedinOgochukwu,2013).ProminentNigerianswhohave

bemoanedtheeconomicimpactofBokoHaram insurgencyinnortheastNigeriaincluding

thePresidentGoodluckJonathanandNorthernGovernorsforum AccordingtoObaremi

(2014)“Economicaffairsinthenorthisalreadydepletingduetoamassivedepartureof

peopleandfinancialinstitutionsfrom thenorthernregion.Butifthegovernmentdelaysin

theimplementingcomprehensiveplanstotackleinsecurityfrom itsroots,thennotonly

willthenorthernregionbeeconomicdesolation,thecountryasawholerisklosingbillion

ofdollarsinforeigndirectinvestment”Thebusinessactivitiesoftelecom operatorshave

notbeenleftoutfrom theattacksofBokoHaram.Forinstance,sometelecom masts

belongtosomemajormobiletelephoneoperatorsweredestroyedbyBokoHaram andthe

banningoftelephoneservicesbythemilitaryaffectedtheincomegenerationofsomeof

themobilephoneoperators.JustastheeconomicimplicationsofBokoHaram atrocities

cannotbequantified,thesocialcostsareenormous.Thechurch,school,market,clinicand



4

mosquearepotentialtargetsofBoko Haram.Forexample,in April2014,afederal

governmentgirls’collegewasattackedwhichsubsequentlyledtotheabductionofover

250femalestudents.Attacksonthesesocialplaceshavepreventedpeoplefrom goingto

theseplaces.Somestudentshavestoppedgoingtoschool,othershavebeentransferred

tothesouthernpartofthecountrytocontinuetheireducation.Christiansareafraidtogo

andworshipinthechurchonSundaysduetothefearofbeingattackedbythesect.Same

forthemuslim faithfulswhoabandontheirworshipingcentersbecauseofBokoHaram

attacks.Themarketshavebecomedeserted.

Thequestionis,towhatextenddoesbokoharam insurgencyaffecteconomicactivityin

mubinorthandhowdoesitcontributetocreatingpovertyinthearea?andalso,whatroles

doestheNGOsplayedinalleviatingpovertyasaresultoftheinsurgency?Thisstudyaims

atfindingouttheanswertotheabovequestion.

Methodology

InordertoevaluatetheroleofdifferentNGOsforpovertyalleviationthroughsocio-

economicandinfrastructuraldevelopmentoftheaffectedareas,interviewwasconducted

withsomeoftheaffectedpeopleinmubinorthwhoseeconomicactivitieshasbeen

affectedwiththeinsurgency,andalsoreceivedsomeassistancefrom someoftheNGOs

inanefforttoalleviatepovertyinmubinorth.

ResultsandDiscussion

Atotalof80peoplewereinterviewedinMubi-NorthtoassesstheroleofNGOsinpoverty

alleviationtothoseaffectedinmubinorth.Theresultsoftheinterview wascollected

transcribedandanalyse.Theresultsobtainedarepresentedinthetablebelow.
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Table1:IncomeandItsSourcesBeforeinsurgency

S/N IncomeSources No.ofParticipants %ofthosethat
EarnsAbove
povertyline

%ofthosethat
Earnsbelow
povertyline

1 Traders 10 90 10

2 CropFarming 10 70 30

3 LivestockFarming 10 100 0

Tailoring 10 80 20

Capentry 10 90 10

Welding 10 100 0

Masonry 10 60 40

Motorcycle/Tricycle
Riders

10 70 30

Total 80

Table2:IncomeandItsSourcesAfterinsurgency

S/N IncomeSources No.ofParticipants %ofthosethat
EarnsAbove
povertyline

%ofthosethat
Earnsbelow
povertyline

1 Traders 10 70 30

2 CropFarming 10 50 50

3 LivestockFarming 10 40 60

4 Tailoring 10 50 50

5 Capentry 10 40 60

6 Welding 10 80 20

7 Masonry 10 60 40

8 Motorcycle/Tricycle
Riders

10 70 30

Total 80

Table1showsthepercentageoftheinterviewedparticipantsthatliveaboveandbelowthe

povertylinebeforethebokoharm insurgency,whiletable2showstheirpercentageafter

theinsurgencyattackonmubi.Thedatarevealsthatthereisanincreaseinthepercentage

ofthoselivingbelow thepovertylevelasaresultoftheattackonmubi,wheresome

peopleloosetheircapital,customers,orinfrastructure,whichmaketheirearningsdrop

belowthepovertyline.
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Table3:NGOsassistanceinalleviatingPoverty

TypeofNGOsassistance
Aquired

Impactoftheassistancein
alleviatingPoverty

SuggestionsforNGOsonhow
tobetteralleviatepoverty

1 Feedingandreliefmaterials Impactful NGOsshouldimproveonthe
methodsofdistributingreleive
materialsby

2 Improvingeducation Impactful Provideteachertrainingon
methodologyforteachingand
handlingIDPs

3 Humancapacitytraining VeryImpactful Provideentreprenuership
trainingandhowtocreatea
sucessfulbusinessplan

4 Farmingtools,Equipment
andmaterials

Impactful Providebetterwaysofsharing
toolsandequipmenttoreach
thetargetedfarmers

5 Goatandsheeprearing NotImpactful Notafeasiblebusinessinmubi,
otheroptionslikecowfattening
shouldbeconsidered

6 Fishfarmingtrainingand
assistance

Lessimpactful Capitalintensiveandassistance
offeredislittle.

7 Financialassistance Lessimpactful Providepeoplewithfinancial
literacyprogram beforegiving
them

Table3aboveshowsthetypeofassistanceofferedbysomeoftheNGOspresentinmubi

aftertheinsurgency,withthecorrespondingratingonitsimpactonalleviatingpovertyand

suggestionson how to maketheirassistancemoreimpactfulin theirefforttoward

alleviatingpovertyinthearea.

Theresultsrevealsthat,Humancapacitytraininganddevelopmentwasthaimpactful

measuretakingbytheNGOsinalleviatingpoverty,followedbyFoodandreliefmaterials,

educationalassistance and provision offarming tools,equipment,and materials.

AssistanceofferdintheareaofFishfarmingandalsogivingcashtotheaffectedpeople

wascategorisedaslessimpactfulwhilethegoatandsheepfarmingprogram offeredby

someNGOswasclassifiedasnotimpactful.

Suggestionsonhowtomakeeachofthecategoryofassistancemoreimpactfulwerealso

providedinthetable3above.
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Conclusion

Theresearchstudyrevealshowtheinsurgencyaffecteconomicactivitiesinmubinorthby

revealinghow somepeopledropbelow thepovertylineaftertheinsurgencyattackon

mubi.ItfurtherrevealsthetypesofassistanceofferedbysomeoftheNGOsinalleviating

poverty,andalsosuggestonhowtomakethoseassistancemoreimpactfulinalleviating

poverty.

ThisshowsthatNGOsplayssignificantrolesinassistingthoseinneedsinordertomake

theirlivesbetter.
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